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ABSTRACT: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent short-circuit when pits exist on the 
surface 

of a clad layer, by forming current blocking layers which are thinner than a 
clad layer constituted of a first conductivity type nitride semiconductor layer 
containing Al, and contain second conductivity type nitride semiconductor 
layers, on both side surfaces of a ridge stripe. 

SOLUTION: A P-type AIGaN layer is grown, and an undoped GaN layer is grown. 
By 

alternately laminating these layers, a P-side clad layer 12 composed of a 
superlattice layer is grown. A P-side contact layer 13 is grown on the P-side 
clad layer 12, and a protective film 30 is formed on the surface of the P-side 
contact layer 13 of the uppermost layer. The P-side contact layer 13 and a 
part f th P-sid clad lay r are tch d, and a ridg strip c rresp nding to 
theshap fth pr t ctiv film is f rm d. Curr nt bl eking lay rs 14 are 
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